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Aurora Symphony Orchestra

Havana at Yale

Rich Duston, President of the Aurora Symphony Orchestra (YES, Aurora
has an orchestra!), gave a spirited overview of the thirty-two year history
of the volunteer symphony and their current projects, which range from
intimate chamber series and outreach to the community to a school for
young musicians that is currently being developed, in addition to the
carefully selected series of orchestra presentations geared to both adult
and child audiences.

Rich has guided the administration of the
orchestra for about ten years and this will
probably be his last year with them. His has
been able to save considerable cost by
finding a partner in an Aurora Jewish church,
which exchanges performances for space in
the church. He has also done some creative
fund-raising with a wine social and a mystery
dinner theatre.

Educationally, kids score about 22% higher in English and 20% higher in
math on SAT tests if they have been exposed to music in their schools.
Also, there is evidence of a 17% higher graduation rate from high schools
with music programs. All good evidence we should continue to support
the Aurora Symphony Orchestra as well as music in our schools.

UPCOMING SPEAKERS:
May 6: Mary Villalba - The SS United States - SOS!




